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Contact Us

Find us at 
www.wholekidsfoundation.org

Email: 
grants@wholekidsfoundation.org 

http://www.wholekidsfoundation.org/


A Few Housekeeping Items

• Ask questions as we go, 
utilizing the QA function

• Recording available in 
follow-up email and on our 
website



Agenda
• Overview of WKF
• Eligibility and requirements of grant
• Grant Timeline
• Resources
• How to navigate the online application
• Questions



Mission
Whole Kids 

Foundation works to 
improve children’s 

nutrition by 
supporting schools 

and organizations and 
inspiring families. 



WKF Supports Schools and Organizations 
Through…

School Food Support & Salad Bars
Healthy Staff Program

Garden Grants
Bee Grants



Bee Grants
Valued at $2,000

Includes consultation with The Bee Cause 
Project

Choose either:
•Observation Hive
•Top Bar Hive
•Langstroth Hive
•$1,500 Monetary Grant



Garden to Cafeteria Program

Step by step toolkit to safely 
serve garden produce in the 

cafeteria. 
Toolkit available for free on 

our website.
Apply for on-site technical 

support.



Why Gardens

Goal: Connect kids to 
their food in order to 

empower them to 
increase their 

consumption of fresh 
fruits and vegetables – 

and to love it!



Gardens Work!
Involvement in a garden significantly increases a student’s 
nutrition knowledge, willingness to try, and preference for 
fruits and vegetables – all behavior predictors for increase fruit 
and vegetable intake.

*This has been supported across dozens of studies and in extensive 
literature reviews.



Gardens Work!
Students who were exposed to a garden:

•Increased their fruit & veg intake by up to 1.5 servings/day *Duncan et al-Coventry 
University-2015

•Decreased their BMI by 1% and their diastolic blood pressure by 5%, and had less weight gain 
*Davis et al-USC-2011

•Exhibited a 50% increase in the mean # of vegetables they chose from the lunch line and 43% 
increase in the mean # of vegetables they consumed. *Parmer et al-Auburn University-2009

•Significantly increased the average number of vegetable varieties they consumed per month, 
including for those they didn’t grow. *Ratcliffe et al-Tufts University-2011



Since 2012, our 
Garden Grant Program 

has:
Invested $12.5 million in over 6,000 

schools and organizations 
supporting 3.8 million children



Who do we support?

• All across the US and Canada 

• Provide support to ALL areas

• Usually received 900-1,100 
applications



What is included?

$3,000 monetary grant

YOU tell us the plan!

Previous recipients can apply



What we’re looking for?
• Kids involvement and connection 
to healthy eating

• Integration into academics and 
school or overall community

• Leadership support

• Sustainability



Use of Funds
• Brand new or pre-existing garden
• Any type of “garden” as long as you grow food with kids
• Can be used for stipend and for scholarship to attend a 
training

• Not more than 30% or $900 can be used for this
• Funds can NOT be used for

• Real estate
• Travel funds
• Field Trips



Grant Requirements
• Must start spending within a year of receiving funds 

• No deadline by which the funds must be spent

• Will not ask for receipts but grant agreement requires you keep 

them on hand for a number of years

• Progress requested a year later



Eligibility – School
• At a school that serves any 
grades K-12

• Any type of school so long as 
it’s public or if private, must be a 
registered non-profit

• Garden must be on school 
grounds

• Grow edible food



Eligibility - Organization
• Must be a non-profit

• Work with at least 10 

children in the K-12 grade 

range

• Grow edible food



Eligibility to Re-Apply
• Now accepting applications from previous recipients of the 

Garden Grant (previously a one-time grant)
• Must not have received a Garden Grant in the past year
• 2018 and 2019 recipients: must have completed their Progress 

Report
• 2017 and earlier recipients: must have completed their Grant 

Survey



Fiscal Sponsor
• WKF can only give funds to a non-profit school or organization

• Fiscal Sponsor is NOT REQUIRED

• Will also serve as the Grantee on your application

• Signs the grant agreement

• Receives the check on behalf of the entity building the garden



About the Application
• Meant to be a road map

• Covers all the components of a successful garden project

• Helps you create a plan…and potentially get funding for your 

garden!



Application Requirements
• Letter of Support from 

leadership: Principal or 

Executive Director

• Community Partner

• Photos or Garden Plan



Letter of Support
• Why? Programs that have leadership support are more 

successful

• Must be on school or organization letterhead

• Must be signed by the Principal or ED

• What should be in the letter: SUPPORT!



Community Partner
• Why? Programs that have support from their extended community 

are more successful
• Can be a non-profit or for-profit business
• Must be outside of the school – PTA/PTO DOES NOT qualify 
• Can be the same organization listed as the Fiscal Sponsor, if you 

have one (except if you listed the PTA)
• Can support the garden in a variety of ways:

• In-kind donations
• Monetary support
• Gardening advice or consultation
• Volunteer support



Photos
• Helps our reviewers envision your plan
• Brand new gardens: include a garden layout/diagram
• No more than 3 photos
• 5MG or smaller
• PNG, JPEG/JPG, or GIF
• Do not need to include children – should include photos of 
garden space

• If they do include children, only share photos of children for 
whom you have photo releases



Application Process
 Application Deadline March 31

 Review April-May

 Selection May-August

Notification August 2

Grant Agreement Deadline End of August

 Packages received September



On Hold Process
• List of qualified grant we are ready to fund if funds become available

• If can’t fund by the end of the summer, invite to re-apply in the fall

• Highly encourage previously On Hold applications to re-apply!



Resources!
Visit our website for a number of resources:

•Copy of Applications

•FAQs

•Grant Writing Tips

•Garden Curriculum

•School Garden Resource Center

•Success Stories 

•Kids Club

https://www.wholekidsfoundation.org/schools/programs/school-garden-grant-program
https://www.wholekidsfoundation.org/schools/programs/school-garden-grant-program
https://www.wholekidsfoundation.org/filewrapper/?filename=https://www.wholekidsfoundation.org/downloads/pdfs/grant-writing-tips-2015.pdf
https://www.wholekidsfoundation.org/filewrapper/?filename=https://www.wholekidsfoundation.org/downloads/pdfs/AHA_WKF_Curriculum.pdf
https://www.wholekidsfoundation.org/resources/school-garden-resources/
https://www.wholekidsfoundation.org/about/school-success-stories/
https://www.wholekidsfoundation.org/kids-club/


Garden Training 
Videos

www.teachers-going-green.c
om 

http://www.teachers-going-green.com/
http://www.teachers-going-green.com/


Getting Started
ONLINE Application: www.wholekidsfoundation.smartsimple.com

http://www.wholekidsfoundation.smartsimple.com


Returning 
Applicant

Login! Or click on 
“Forgot Password”



New 
Applicant
Click “Register 

here”



Fill out profile 
questionnaire

Tell us what 
type of entity 

you are.



School Profile

Auto-populate info 
by searching the 

NCES database for 
your school.



NCES Database
Be creative in your search. Be liberal with your search terms.



Information will auto-populate
Fill in other information and edit as needed.



Organization 
Profile

Auto-populate info 
by searching the 
IRS database for 
your organization.



Canadian 
Profile

Auto-populate info 
by searching the 

CRA database for 
your school or 
organization.



Finish Registration
Look for an email with login information and then log in on the main 

page. 

https://wholekidsfoundation.smartsimple.com/s_Login.jsp
https://wholekidsfoundation.smartsimple.com/s_Login.jsp


Some tips and tricks
• Be liberal in your search terms.
• Always select the State from the State dropdown before trying 
to choose the county.

• Use Chrome as your browser.
• Read the directions on each page carefully.
• Contact us if you get stuck.



Applicant Portal

Switch between 
other schools or 

organizations

Identifies which school or organization 
you’re logged into

Click here to register additional 
school or organization



Applicant Portal
Update Personal and Organization Information 

Change your 
password

Update personal and organization 
information



Applicant Portal

Find draft and submitted applications here

Get started on 
your 

application



Fiscal Sponsor
Create account (not required)



Grantee Information 
Who will sign the grant agreement and receive the grant check?



Extended Community Support
We would love to know about EVERYONE you work with!



Budget: Expenses
Share the whole picture for your garden program for a year.



Budget: $3,000 Grant
Next, share how you would spend the $3,000 Garden Grant.



Budget: Incoming Revenue
Finally, share how you will fund your garden over time. Please share any grants you are applying to.



Questions?



•Find us at 
www.wholekidsfoundation.org

•Email: 
grants@wholekidsfoundation.org 

http://www.wholekidsfoundation.org/



